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Yau Leung
(b. 1941-1997, Hong Kong)

Yau Leung is widely regarded as one of Hong Kong’'s most significant and accomplished documentary
photographers. During his lifetime, Yau was an acclaimed photography editor working for various
organisations, periodicals and publications: from 1965 to 1970, he was a photographer at Cathay
Organisation (Hong Kongl; in 1971, he worked for Southern Screen of Shaw Brothers Studio; in 1973,
he founded Photography Life; and in 1980, he became editor-in-chief of Photo Art. Yau had a solo
exhibition at Hong Kong Arts Centre in 1994. After his death, his retrospective exhibitions were held
at Hong Kong Arts Centre in 1998, Lianzhou Foto Festival in 2005, Guangdong Museum of Art in 2006,
and Dali International Photography Festival in 2009. Yau Leung edited and published several books of
his own work, including Lu Feng Stories (1992], Hong Kong Childhood (1994) and City Vibrance: Hong
Kong (1997) . Hong Kong Stories 1960's-1970's was published after his death in 1999.
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About the exhibition

"Hong Kong Stories 1960s” is a solo exhibition showcasing vintage gelatin silver prints by the late
photographer Yau Leung (1941-1997]). Displaying familiar and nostalgic scenes of a bygone era, the
photography of Yau Leung documents a rapidly changing Hong Kong spanning the colonial days from
1960s to the year of the handover. His work has long been treasured as an integral part of the visual and
cultural memory of Hong Kong. This is the first exhibition of Yau Leung’s vintage gelatin silver prints
since his death, all hand-printed by the artist. This exhibition is also organised on the occasion of the

20" anniversary of Yau's death.
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Divergent Paths (1965)
(B% (1965) )
1965

Vintage gelatin silver print, printed by artist in 1960s P HREHRERE > BMRNROERENR
Image =M 33.7 x 49.2 cm
Cardboard E#K: 41 x 56 cm



Risking Her Life To Get Water (Sham Shui Po, 1963)
CiEan ok (FRKIBHTEE » 1963) )
1963

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist $REEARE » E4TREIK
Image &=H: 32.1 x 45.1 cm
Paper #f3k: 38.1 x 49.8 cm
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In 1963, Yau Leung won the first prize in the Hong Kong Open Photography
Award organised by Daily Express (Tin Tin Yat Pao), with his work Risking
Her Life To Get Water (Sham Shui Po, 1963) .

119634 » BBRLL (an K CORAKBETR © 1963) ) BMAERKBREHHIK
REERBNREXLES -4 -

Reference : Growing up in Hong Kong (RIEE) (1994)



Train Junction (Ma Liu Shui, 1963)
CREBEZERR (BRIK » 1963) )
1963

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist $REEATE » ZBFRENK
58.3 x 48.6 cm
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Two Women (Gloucester Road, 1961)
CBALT (ELITiE > 1961) )
1961

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist SREFARE - BITRENE
Image = 34.3 x 46 cm
Paper #£3&: 50.5 x 39.9 cm



Counting Fingers (Sham Shui Po)
CBIF4E OFRKE) H
1964

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist $REEATE » ZBFRENK
50.8 x 40.6 cm



Pot-binding Old Man
(FADEER)D
1960-70s

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist $REEARE » E4TREIK
Image &M 29.3 x 24 cm
Paper #£3R: 35.7 x 28 cm



Trail Blazing (Hung Shui Kiu, 1965)
(BALLEER (HKHE - 1965) )
1965

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist $REEARE » E4TREIK
Image =M 29.4 x 24.8 cm
Paper #£3R: 35.7 x 28 cm



Tranquility (Happy Valley, 1963)
(28 (St > 1963) )
1963

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist SREFARE - BITRENE
Image =M 18.4 x 32.6 cm
Paper #£3R: 28.1 x 35.7 cm



Couple with Umbrella

(15 1E3T %)
1960-70s

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist SREFARE - BITRENE
Image =M 23.1x31.2cm
Paper #£3R: 28 x 35.7 cm



Pedestrians on the Steps [Sheung Wan, 1960)
(AR LATTA (LR - 1960) )
1960

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist $REEARE » E4TREIK
Image E=H: 25.7 x 27.8 cm
Paper #f3R: 28 x 35.5 cm



Hong Kong Island under the Victoria Peak, 1960s
(RTERXTFILTEESD
1960s

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist, set of 2

IRERANE - BTRENE - —MH2%R

Image M 31.3 x 46.5 cm (Left &), 31.2 x 46.5 cm (Right A)
Paper #&3R: 39.8 x 50.6 cm (Left Z£), 40.2 x 50.5 cm (Right £&)




Bathing in the Street (Yen Chow Street, Sham Shui Po)
(HEERILA (GRKISERNE) )
1963

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist in 1990s $REBARE - BMRNIOFEREIE
Image =M 20.9 x 15.6 cm
Paper #f3R: 25.4 x 20.3 cm
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Gloucester Road (1961)

(ELTE

1961

(1961) )

ENCIES

i

=

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist SREFARE -

Image &=H: 46.7 x 36.5 cm

Paper #%3k: 50.7 x 40.3 cm
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Gloucester Road (1961)

(&ELHTE (1961) )

1961
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Gelatin silver print, printed by artist in 1990s $REFARE - Za1f

Image Z=M: 21.1x15.2 cm

i)

Paper #%3K: 25.4 x 20.2 cm



Street Snapshot [1965)
(HTEEMEIS (1965) )
1965

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist in 1990s $REBARE - BMRNIOFEREIE
Image EM: 21 x 19.5 cm
Paper #f3R: 25.4 x 20.3 cm



Living
(RED
1960-70s

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist in 1990s $REEARE » EHTRNIOFL R
Image E=M: 17.2 x 20.9 cm
Paper #£3&: 20.3 x 25.3 cm



Alley Housewife (Wan Chai, 1961)
(BEXE (B1F - 1961) )
1961

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist in
Image EM: 21 x 15.7 cm
Paper #£3R: 25.8 x 20.2 cm

1990s SREARE - BITRNIOFRNR



Instant Imaging Photography (1963)
CBNRZHENIRAE (1963) )
1963

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist in 1990s $REIARE » BATRNIOFAENE
Image =M 15.9 x 20.8 cm
Paper #£3&: 20.3 x 25.3 cm



Old Automobile ([Shaw Movie Town, 1971)

(EFRE (BRESH > 1971) )
1971

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist in 1990s $REBARE - BMRNIOFEREIE
Image Z=M: 15.1x21.8 cm
Paper #£3R: 20.4 x 25.3 cm



Village House (New Territories, 1960)

(HEER (F7 1960) )
1960

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist in 1990s $REIARE » BATRNIOFAENE
Image Z=H: 15.8 x 18.6 cm
Paper #£3&: 20.3 x 25.3 cm



Smiling Faces [Rooftop School, Wong Tai Sin, 1965)
(KOER (EXIRE2K - 1965) )
1965

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist in 1990s $REBARE - BMRNIOFEREIE
Image M 22.6 x 19.5 cm
Paper #f3R: 25.4 x 20.3 cm



Floral Tribute Scramble [Cheung Chau, 1966]
CIBTEm (RN 1966) )
1966

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist in 1990s $REEARE » EHTRNIOFL R
Image Z=H: 15.5 x 20.8 cm
Paper #£3&: 20.3 x 25.3 cm



Dragon Dance in Tai Po

(KifZREE)
1960-70s

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist in 1990s $REBARE - BMRNIOFEREIE
Image M 17.6 x 24.6 cm
Paper #£3R: 20.3 x 25.4 cm



Car Park
(EEE)
1960-70s

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist in 1990s $REBARE - BMRNIOFEREIE
Image E=M: 22.1x 16.3 cm
Paper #£3R: 25.3 x 20.3 cm



Morning Tea (Wong Tai Sin Temple, 1964)
(EREZ (FEXML - 1964) )
1964

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist in 1990s $REBARE - BMRNIOFEREIE
Image M 19.4 x 23.6 cm
Paper #£3R: 20.3 x 25.4 cm



Nathan Road, Mongkok
(IEAHBE)
1960-70s

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist in 1990s $REIARE » BATRNIOFAENE
Image EM: 20 x 17.5 cm
Paper #f3R: 25.4 x 20.3 cm



Rickshaw (Queensway, 1964]
CANE (£8EE - 1964) )
1964

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist in 1990s $REIARE » BATRNIOFAENE
Image M 16.9 x 24.7 cm
Paper #£3R: 20.3 x 25.4 cm



Yee Wo Street (1962]
CaFIE (1962) )
1962

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist in 1990s $REBARE - BMRNIOFEREIE
Image =M 19.6 x 24.8 cm
Paper #f3R: 25.4 x 20.3 cm



Rickshaw Man

(AAEXK)
1960-70s

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist in 1990s $REIARE » BATRNIOFAENE
Image M 15.8 x 21 cm
Paper #£3R: 20.3 x 25.4 cm
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Tsim Sha Tsui Street Light (Nathan Road, 1969)

(L3

1969

NEEgIE (FHZ0GE © 1969) )

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist in 1990s $REEARE » EHTRNIOFL R
Image =M 15.9 x 20.8 cm
Paper #£3R: 20.3 x 25.4 cm



Chinese Junk Boats

(RCIRALD
1960-70s

Gelatin silver print, printed by artist in 1990s $REIARE » BATRNIOFAENE
Image M 19.6 x 24.7 cm
Paper #£3&: 20.3 x 25.3 cm



Tseung Kwan 0 (1997)
(HEER (1997) )

1997

Gelatin silver print, printed in 1997 $REEARE - 19974 ENH

Image M 15.5 x 22.4 cm

Paper #f3R: 25.4 x 20.3 cm
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“Hong Kong Stories 1960s: original vintage prints by Yau Leung”
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Venue: Blindspot Gallery (15/F, Po Chai Industrial Building, 28 Wong Chuk Hang Road, Wong Chuk Hang, Hong

Kong)

Opening Hours: Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to 6pm (Sunday and Monday by appointment only);

closed on public holidays

“Hong Kong Stories 1960s” is a solo exhibition showcasing vintage
gelatin silver prints by the late photographer Yau Leung (1941-1997).
Displaying familiar and nostalgic scenes of a bygone era, the
photography of Yau Leung documents a rapidly changing Hong Kong
spanning the colonial days from 1960s to the year of the handover. His
work has long been treasured as an integral part of the visual and
cultural memory of Hong Kong. This is the first exhibition of Yau
Leung’s vintage gelatin silver prints since his death, where all prints
were hand-printed by the artist. This exhibition is also organised on the
occasion of the 20" anniversary of Yau’s death.

Born in 1941, Yau Leung was one of the foremost photographers of
post-war Hong Kong. In 1997, Yau passed away suddenly at the age of
56, leaving behind a precious trove of photographs, including the rare
vintage gelatin silver prints showcased in this exhibition at Blindspot
Gallery. All exhibited works were hand-printed by the artist.

Yau Leung started his professional career as a photographer in
Shaw Studios, taking photos of glamorous stars, actors and
actresses. However, as a passionate and devoted photographer
with a love for the proletariat of Hong Kong, Yau constantly
turned his lens towards the streets and the people that inhabit
and animate it, especially children and the working class. Yau
worked with a mélange of pictorial photography and
documentary photojournalism, through which he produced
candid yet masterfully composed images of the old Hong Kong.




These vintage works of Yau Leung can also be seen as archival materials
of immense historical value, documenting the living conditions and
social transition from post-war hardship to the stability and prosperity
in the 80s to 90s, when Hong Kong was a traditional Chinese city on the
cusp of irreversible westernisation and modernisation. The iconic image
of the Two Women, Gloucester Road, 1961, for instance, testifies to a
transitional moment when the traditional Chinese garb is still worn in
daily life.

There is a tender timelessness in Yau’s image, a universal pathos shared
by a reading boy on a street stall, a home-bound city dweller in a
typhoon, and an old lady risking her life to gather water during water
rationing, all through the eyes of an itinerant photographer who sees
Hong Kong through the viewfinder.

Interviews are welcomed and can be arranged.

About Yau Leung

Yau Leung (1941-1997) is widely regarded as one of Hong Kong’s most significant and accomplished
documentary photographers. During his lifetime, Yau was an acclaimed photography editor working for
various organisations, periodicals and publications: from 1965 to 1970, he was a photographer at Cathay
Organisation (Hong Kong); in 1971, he worked for Southern Screen of Shaw Brothers Studio; in 1973, he
founded Photography Life; and in 1980, he became editor-in-chief of Photo Art. Yau had a solo exhibition at
Hong Kong Arts Centre in 1994. After his death, his retrospective exhibitions were held at Hong Kong Arts
Centre in 1998, Lianzhou Foto Festival in 2005, Guangdong Museum of Art in 2006, and Dali International
Photography Festival in 2009. Yau Leung edited and published several books of his own work, including Lu
Feng Stories (1992), Hong Kong Childhood (1994) and City Vibrance: Hong Kong (1997). Hong Kong Stories
1960’s-1970’s was published after his death in 1999.

About Blindspot Gallery

Set up in 2010, Blindspot Gallery is a Hong Kong-based contemporary art gallery, with a primary focus on
contemporary photography and image-based works amongst other media in contemporary art. The gallery
represents both emerging and established artists, mainly from Hong Kong and the region but also beyond.

For enquiries and media interviews, please contact Ms. Lesley Kwok at 2517 6238 or by email
info@blindspotgallery.com

Image captions:

Yau Leung, Streetside Library (O'brien Road, Wan Chai), 1961, Gelatin silver print, printed by artist, 59.2 x 46.2cm
Yau Leung, Bruce Lee and Son, 1970s, Gelatin silver print, printed by artist, 49.5 x 60.8 cm

Yau Leung, Two Women (Gloucester Road, 1961), 1961, Gelatin silver print, printed by artist, 50.5 x 39.9 cm
(Image courtesy of Blindspot Gallery)
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- Blindspot
Gallery
15/F, Po Chai Industrial Building, 28 Wong Chuk Hang Road, Wong Chuk Hang, Hong Kong

T+852 2517 6238 | info@blindspotgallery.com | www.blindspotgallery.com
Opening hours: Tue - Sat, 10:00am - 6:00pm; closed on public holidays



