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Yau Leung(1941-1997) was one of the foremost photographers of post-war Hong Kong. He
started his professional career as a photographer in Shaw Studios, taking photos of glamorous
stars, actors and actresses. However, as a passionate and devoted photographer with a love for
the proletariat of Hong Kong, Yau constantly turned his lens towards the streets and the people
that inhabit and animate it, especially children and the working class. Yau worked with a mélange
of pictorial photography and documentary photojournalism, through which he produced candid
yet masterfully composed images of the old Hong Kong.

During his lifetime, Yau was an acclaimed photography editor working for various periodicals and
publications: in 1971, he was the editor for Photo Tech; in 1973, he founded Photography Life,
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and in 1980, he became editor-in-chief of Photo Art. His body of work now forms the most
important and fascinating social documentary of the city and people of Hong Kong from the
1960s to the 1990s. Yau has had solo exhibitions in the Hong Kong Arts Centre (1994, 1998), in
addition to publishing and editing half a dozen photobooks of his own work, including Lu Feng
Stories (1992), Hong Kong Childhood (1994), Many Faces of Hong Kong (1997) and Hong Kong
Stories 1960’s-1970’s (1999).
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“Hong Kong Stories 1960s: original vintage prints
by Yau Leung

[ Date | 2017.11.28 — 2018.1.6
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