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The underlying moral rules and obligations
in societies with regards to taboos in bodies and
sex limit our vision, training us to shift our eyes
“courteously” away from them: the natural state
of bodies and sex are also interpreted in a morally
negative way -- coining the term “exposed” to nu-
dity rather than normalizing wearing of clothes as
“covering”, therefore associating nudity and desires
as obscene, The artists and the 1'0OP team try to
question this sensitive cultural issue by re-examin-
ing it through images. in the hopes to rel
our rights in freedom of vision.

In this issue of VOP, Ren Hang constructs po-
ems with nude bodies, stirring the pool of desires
in common daily lives; Barbara DeGenevieve
raised the issue of power between the flesh and
people’s desires. threading on the thin boundaries
between taboos and the marginally acceptable;
Stefano De Luigi exposes the illusions of pornog-
raphy by dwelling deep into the shooting scenes of
ault films. We also interviewed the up-and-coming
artist Jess Dugan in Indie Photobook Library. in
exploration of queer images and gender identities.
as well as her own experiences in publishing, In
the Artist’s Showease, we introduced Taiwanese
photographer Chen Chin-Pacs personal field notes
right from when he started his self-taught journey
in photography to his acclaimed projects like Betel
Nut Girls and Circymgyration, through which he
unreservedly share with us the unseen train of
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thoughts in the the process of artistic creation,

Starting from this issue, a new zine SHOUT will
be distributed together with VOP, SHOUT is a zine
that calls out to images, and has no definite forms,
conventiality of thoughts or publishing timeline
or future directions. The pilot issue will be Shen
Pei-Yu's Milky Way, a mystical and experimental
photography project on the female contours

Since our first issue till our current ninth
issue, we have always been at our busiest period
whenever I pen the "Editorial” column. However. it
also meant that all our articles will soon be in the
process of being printed and will reach our readers
in a short time. Every time we reach this difficult
stage in independent publishing, [ feel a great sense
of excitement and anticipation. I will like to take
this opportunity to thank our readers once again
for vour support and subseription, ensuring that
we can deliver new issues of “1bices of Photogra-
#hy” to you and continue to deliver a high quality
magazine given our limited resources.

Finally, we wish to call out to all young visual
artists to participate in SHOUT. Please send us
your portfolios or even-out-of-the-world ideas to
reader@vopmagazine.com.

Have a great summer holiday! o
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Ren Hang, born in 1987 in Changchun, Jilin province, China. He had
held multiple solo and group exhibitions in China and overseas, and
his photography works have been published in both Chinese and
international books and magazines. He was the winner of the Terna Prize
for Contemporary Art in 2010, Published works includes Ren Hang, Room,
Nude, My Depression and Republic. He is currently based in Beijing, China.
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