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Stanley Wong

AL

Artist and designer known for his
work using the red, white and blue

palette of Hong Kong’s ubiquitous
woven carry bags
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THERE IS SO much more to Hong Kong than
shopping and luxury. Much of my creative work
has been inspired by local culture, just day-to-
day life in the city. It was walking down the
narrow alleys and stopping at the old shops and
markets that | got my inspiration for the red-
white-blue series.

When | have time | like to take my camera and
wander around the old districts in Hong Kong,
such as Shek Kip Mei and Sheung Wan. It’s a
chance to learn more about our local culture,
and often | come away with new creative ideas.

There are two sides to Hong Kong, two
extremes, and we can enjoy both. There are
high-energy areas such as Causeway Bay and
Tsim Sha Tsui; and then there are the very
beautiful, quiet places such as Sai Kung in the
New Territories, where | like to go walking in the
country parks; or else Tai O on Lantau Island,
where | always enjoy wandering around the old
fishing village.

One of my favourite places is Chi Lin Nunnery
in the Diamond Hill area. It is an unusually quiet

corner in our very busy city. I'm Buddhist and

Stanley Wong (above)
finds inspiration in
walking around areas
of Hong Kong, such
as the Tang Dynasty-
inspired Nan Lian
Garden (below)
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enjoy visiting the temple. It’s built in the style

of traditional Tang Dynasty architecture and
they brought in a lot of expertise from the main-
land and Japan to make sure it was authentic. |
often walk around Nan Lian Garden opposite
and take tea at the teahouse. I'm vegetarian and
can tell you the restaurant there is excellent.

| live in Pok Fu Lam district and go into Central
often. | like to use Duddell’s on Duddell Street
as a base - it’s only been open about a year and
already is a regular hangout for me. Sometimes
I’'m in there two or three times a day. When the
weather is good, | like to sit out on the terrace.

I've been going to Luk Yu Tea House on
Stanley Street in Central since | was 20 and just
starting out as a young designer, so I've been
going for more than 30 years. | like the authentic
Shanghai Art Deco interiors, and I'm sure there’s
nowhere else like it in the world. Whenever |
have friends in town, | take them there.

There are so many good galleries in Hong
Kong. One of my favourites is Blindspot Gallery
in Wong Chuk Hang. It focuses on contempo-
rary photography and looks like the galleries of
London and New York with a raw, warehouse
feel. I had a solo exhibition there in late 2012.

| treasure everything about Hong Kong. If I'm
walking down the street and pass a newspaper
stand or a dai pai dong [open-air eatery], | appreci-
ate their uniqueness. | enjoy every moment.

Fashion and home accessories designed by Wong
under the rwb330 brand are for sale onboard. See
page 154 of Discover the Shop for details.

Photos. Nan Lian Garden (bottom left) and Luk Yu Tea House (opposite, right): Getty Images
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Shown here at the
2005 Venice Biennale
(left) Wong's red-
white-blue series was
famously inspired by
carry bags commonly
used in Hong Kong
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Wong enjoys the
warehouse feel of
Blindspot Gallery
(above right), shown
hosting his exhibition
Lan Wei, and the

Art Deco design of
Luk Yu Tea House
(above)
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