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Curatorial Statement

“780s"” showcases the photography and multimedia works of seven Hong Kong artists who were
born in the 1980s. The exhibition seeks to examine how these young artists employ photography
as their main creative medium amid the currents of contemporary art; it also sheds light on how
they rethink photography and its expression in a digital era overflowing with images.

The role of photography in contemporary art has been a subject of ceaseless discussion in recent
years: whether it should retain its autonomy and uniqueness as an artistic medium, or become
part of the contemporary art realm that revolves around multimedia art. This question has inspired
different views and approaches among museums and fine arts institutions around the world, as well
as divergent response from the artists. A growing number of young artists who use photography as
their sole or primary medium have begun to incorporate other media into their works.

Aformerphotography major, Eason Tsang transforms the patterns on everydayitemsintoinstallation
in Floral Fabric, before restoring it from installation to the graphic form through photography. The
work is an exploration into the “re-manifesting” nature of photography. South Ho, who began to
incorporate painting into his photography last year, presents Defense and Resistance. The work
combines photography and installation to illuminate Hong Kong-China conflicts and the artist’s
personal wish. Siu Wai Hang's Inside Outland also probes into the cross-border relationship through
the mix of photography and video. A prolific artist of mixed media work, Trevor Yeung's Sleepy
Bed highlights the connection between the photographer and the photographed subjects by
incorporating engraving into voyeuristic captures of strangers when they were asleep.

Besides the shift in medium, the artists’ redefinition of photography is also steering the themes
and expression of their works. The digitalised modern society prompts us to ponder the divide
between photographic art and mass imagery. What is the distinction between photographer
and photography artiste Is snapshot or selfie art, or can they definitely not become art? These
questions extend infinitely from technological advances and the rising popularity of social media.

With an ordinary cell phone that he uses in his daily life, Lai Lon Hin's Lean Against the Wall shot
a series of extremely low-res photos that lack the sense of dimensions, but which spell emotively
painting-like touches. The works challenge the aesthetics that underlines traditional definition of
photography, and mock the photographers’ preoccupation with professional cameras. Cheung
Wai Lok's Photos of Cheung showcases tagged Facebook photos of himself, recreated as a
daguerreotype with the traditional darkroom exposure technique on the iPhone. Doreen Chan'’s
photo installation 27.0 consisting of assorted images and selfies offers glimpses into a private diary
in an interweaving of poetry and photography.

Today, artists engage in more deliberate reflection on the meaning of photography as an artistic
medium, as well as its importance in their creation. While they may not find another medium that
can replace photography, perhaps they also grow increasingly discontent with making art solely
with the medium. The exhibition "780s" reflects this state of creative restlessness.
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About Doreen Chan (b. 1987)

Doreen Chan graduated from the Hong Kong Polytechnic University with a Bachelor Degree in
Applied and Media Arts in 2010 and the School of Professional and Continuing Education at the
University of Hong Kong with a Postgraduate Diploma in Photography in 2012. In 2013, Chan was
invited by Lianzhou International Foto Festival to hold her first solo exhibition “25.9".

About 27.0

Chan’s photo installation 27.0 consisting of assorted images and selfies offers glimpses into a
private diary in an inferweaving of poetry and photography.

RAMAPR KA (£71987)
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0713.1306 1207.1216

2013 2012

Archival inkjet print / WA ME 2 FTED Archival inkjet print / WA ME 2 FTED
66.5x 50 cm 66.5x 100 cm

Edition of 5 + AP Edition of 5 + AP
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1221.1748 0524.2022

2013 2014

Archival inkjet print / WA & 23TED Archival inkjet print / YR AR E RFTED
46 x 64 cm 66.5x 100 cm

Edition of 5 + AP Edition of 5 + AP



aBlindspot
Gallery

0917.0213
2012

Archival inkjet print / W% &S 23TED
32.5x43 cm
Edition of 5 + AP

0917.1739
2014

Archival inkjet print / U 4R RFTEN
48 x 64 cm
Edition of 5 + AP

1021.1558
2012

Archival inkjet print / Y AR B 24TED
38x28.4cm
Edition of 5 + AP

1104.1348
2012

Archival inkjet print / U FR4%E RFTED
442 x33cm
Edition of 5 + AP

0429.1219
2013

Archival inkjet print / WiRARME 2FTED
47 x 35.3 cm
Edition of 5 + AP
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0617.1022 0724.1247

2014 2014

Archival inkjet print / W 4R 2FTED Archival inkjet print / Ui 4% 2FTEN
47 x35.3 cm 66.5x 100 cm

Edition of 5 + AP Edition of 5 + AP
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0723.0405
2013

Archival inkjet print / WA & 23TED
100 x 66.5 cm
Edition of 5 + AP
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0830.1934 0629.1410 0117.1931

2014 2014 2013

Archival inkjet print / WA ME 2FTED Archival inkjet print / Wi A% ME 2FTED Archival inkjet print / Wi A%ME 23 TED
32x42.7 cm 42.7 x32cm 58 x87.3cm

Edition of 5 + AP Edition of 5 + AP Edition of 5 + AP
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0119.1055
2014

Archival inkjet print / W 4RE BFTED
51 x38cm
Edition of 5 + AP

1109.1242
2012

Archival inkjet print / W 4RE RBFTED
47 x 35cm
Edition of 5 + AP
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0427.1121
2014

Archival inkjet print / W 4RE BFTEN
100 x 66.5 cm
Edition of 5 + AP

0515.1405
2014

Archival inkjet print / W 4RE BFTED
51 x38cm
Edition of 5 + AP

0830.2143
2014

Archival inkjet print / W 4RE BFTEN
51 x38cm
Edition of 5 + AP



0322.0125
2014

Archival inkjet print / W 4RE BFTEN
66.5x 100 cm
Edition of 5 + AP

1216.1709
2013

Archival inkjet print / Wi A% ME 2FTED
51 x38cm
Edition of 5 + AP
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1103.2127
2012

Archival inkjet print / Wi A%ME 23 TED
51 x38cm
Edition of 5 + AP
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About Cheung Wai Lok (b. 1986)

Cheung Wai Lok graduated from the Hong Kong Art School of RMIT University, Australia with a
Bachelor of Arts in Fine Art majored in Photography in 2010. Using photography as a main medium,
Cheung focuses on exploring the different possibilities of photography.

Artist Statement

In the series of Photos of Cheung, | enlarged the photos that my friends tagged me on Facebook
on silver gelatin prints. The photos present “Cheung Wai-lok” in a more comprehensive and
multi-dimensional way, more than the one | present by myself.

On the other hand, | am also considering the relationship between traditional and new media
through the work. | find identical and opposing characteristics between the two. Traditional media
limits the reproduction of images, while new media allows the mass production of them. Traditional
media encourages the authorship of images, while new media encourages the circulation of
them. | projected and enlarged the tagged photos on traditional black and white photo paper
with my mobile phone. The result turns into a kind of self-portrait as | attempted to present who
“Cheung Wai Lok" is. Silver gelatin paper formed with round-shaped silver particles now presents
image formed by squared pixels. Meanwhile, the digital colour photo now plays the role as a B/W
negative. The works enable the overlapping and inter-transfer of tfraditional and new media.

RAMSRERE (£711986)
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Photos of Cheung 25 of 175 Shooting on glacial lake myself

(BREYMEFT 25 of 175 —fE ASGTE 7K L1EHR)
2012

Gelatin silver print / $REGATE
61 x50.8cm
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Photos of Cheung 1 of 176 Kagebunsin

CREIAEE 1 of 176 A 5D
2012

Gelatin silver print / $REFATE
61 x50.8 cm
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Photos of Cheung 54 of 175 Territory

{3EAYFEF 54 of 175 4B81)
2012

Gelatin silver print / $REFATE
61 x50.8 cm
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Photos of Cheung 103 of 176 Take photo for Mao

(BREUMH 103 of 176 BEZHRIAR)
2012

Gelatin silver print / $REFATE
61 x50.8 cm
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Photos of Cheung 85 of 176 | was surrounded by huge lens
(BREIABF 85 of 176 HWEHEERIE)

2012

Gelatin silver print / $REGATE
61 x50.8cm
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Photos of Cheung 49 of 176 Fabricated

(BREIMEF 49 of 176 EHERH)
2012

Gelatin silver print / $REF4TE
61 x50.8 cm
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Photos of Cheung 7 of 175 Lover

(BREIMER 7 of 175 1BAD
2012

Gelatin silver print / $REFATE
61 x50.8 cm
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Photos of Cheung 67 of 176 Four years ago la

(BRE9MEF 67 of 176 FOTFRTHIY
2012

Gelatin silver print / $REF4TE
61 x50.8 cm
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Photos of Cheung 63 of 175 Moonwalk with lover
(ERERIMER 63 of 175 MIBAERERLIEY)
2012

Gelatin silver print / $REGATE
61 x50.8cm
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South Ho Siu Nam {afJKk g
Defense and Resistance B FHELHLHTY
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About South Ho Siu Nam (b. 1984)

South Ho graduated from the Hong Kong Polytechnic University in 2006. Ho was awarded the
Hong Kong Contemporary Art Biennial Awards 2009. He was selected as finalist of The Sovereign
Asian Art Prize 2011 and as nominee for the Société Générale Chinese Art Awards 2010. His work
is collected by the Burger Collection, Hong Kong Heritage Museum, Legislative Council of Hong
Kong and Kiyosato Museum of Photographic Arts in Japan. In 2013, he co-founded 100 ft. PARK,
a nhon-commercial art space dedicated to providing an open platform for exhibiting and sharing

art.
Artist Statement of Defense and Resistance

Surrounded myself with a brick wall that | built in the noblest area in Hong Kong, West Kowloon.
| expressed the confrontation between Hong Kong people and tourist from Mainland China in
recent years; a wall is built to resist invasion of others and defend one’s own interest; yet, a wall of
loose structure is an encumbrance which is contradictory to it's original intent. The work reflects
the contradiction in Hong Kong after the return of sovereignty to China.

AR JkE (£1R1984)

AIIEEN 2006 F REXNEBE T KRE - R 2008F KN ARBEMARALL T LB ITFE  [AKERRE "HE
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Defense and Resistance / {[FHETEAIKIT)
2013

Archival inkjet print / U F 4% BFTED
Sizes variable, set of 13/ RS AE » —#131%
Edition of 5
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Open Door | / {FIEH =)
2014

Archival inkjet print / W AR RFTED
50.8x 61 cm 100 x 125 cm
Edition of 5 + AP Edition of 3 + AP
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Open Door Il / {FIEET &Y
2014

Archival inkjet print / W AR RFTED
50.8x 61 cm 100 x 125 cm
Edition of 5 + AP Edition of 3 + AP
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Open Door lll / {FIER £)
2014

Archival inkjet print / Wi 4R IS 2FTED
50.8x 61 cm 100 x 125 cm
Edition of 5 + AP Edition of 3 + AP
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Lai Lon Hin #EE%
Lean Against the Wall «Sgf&uh»
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About Lai Lon Hin (b. 1982)

Lai Lon Hin started his photography projects in 2003. He has participated in several photography
group exhibitions, including “Pingyao International Photography Festival” in 2008 in China. In the

same year, Lai held his first solo photography exhibition “Excuses” in Hong Kong.

About Lean Against the Wall

With an ordinary cell phone that he uses in his daily life, Lai Lon Hin's Lean Against the Wall shot
a series of extremely low-res photos that lack the sense of dimensions, but which spell emotively
painting-like touches. The works challenge the aesthetics that underlines traditional definition of
photography, and mock the photographers’ preoccupation with professional cameras.

RAMFEERRE (4£1711982)

AN 2003 F MM FREL A - TE2HLEHE - EPBE2008FHE2HE " TERKELR" ~ RF
NEBEREERS HR NEARE -

BRA (SEdguE)

EEAEN (SEfeuh) ZEREBLU—BEEANEEFRFERRELR  HELE—RIBEER - BEVERALE
WEEENRA - FRIBAMYEZNEREREL - RERHRES MY ERERORNE
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CAM04088 CAMO04259

2013 2013

Archival inkjet print / W AR RFTEN Archival inkjet print / WA ME 2 FTED
42 x29.7 cm 42 x 29.7 cm

Edition of 5 + AP Edition of 5 + AP
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CAMO05140 CAMO07404

2013 2013

Archival inkjet print / Y EARE R+TED Archival inkjet print / YgHRARIE BFTEN
42 x29.7 cm 42 x29.7 cm

Edition of 5 + AP Edition of 5 + AP
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CAMO07542 CAMO07993

2013 2013

Archival inkjet print / WA ME 2FTED Archival inkjet print / YgBRARME BFTEN
42 x29.7 cm 42 x 29.7 cm

Edition of 5 + AP Edition of 5 + AP
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CAM12968 CAM22372

2013 2013

Archival inkjet print / W 4R "E RFTEN Archival inkjet print / I ERARRE BFTED
42 x29.7 cm 42 x29.7 cm

Edition of 5 + AP Edition of 5 + AP
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CAM23744 CAM28818

2014 2014

Archival inkjet print / W AR RFTEN Archival inkjet print / YR 4% & 2 FTED
42 x29.7 cm 42 x29.7 cm

Edition of 5 + AP Edition of 5 + AP
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CAM29518 CAM29655

2014 2014

Archival inkjet print / W AR RFTEN Archival inkjet print / YR 4% & 2 FTED
42 x29.7 cm 42 x29.7 cm

Edition of 5 + AP Edition of 5 + AP
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CAM31456
2014

Archival inkjet print / W AR RFTEN
42 x29.7 cm
Edition of 5 + AP
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Siu Wai Hang #f&(E
Inside Outland «ERS4LY
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About Siu Wai Hang (b. 1986)

Siu Wai Hang graduated from the School of Creative Media of City University of Hong Kong with a
Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Creative Media in 2010. He went on to obtain his Master of Fine Art from
The Chinese University of Hong Kong in 2013. Siu was shortlisted in the Hong Kong Contemporary
Art Award 2012. In 2014, he won the WYNG Masters Award, a non-profit photography award to
create awareness of socially relevant issues in Hong Kong. His work is collected by the Legislative
Council of Hong Kong.

Artist Statement

If history is totally related to the past, there would be no so-called contemporary problem
or historical problem. However, many different contexts remain that are sftill affecting our
contemporary life. We cannot ignore historical problems, somehow we have to deal with them
unconsciously and inevitably. People from every generation have their own problems of history,
as a “post-80s” man and a son of a stowaway, there is no doubt | identify myself as a Hong Konger.
But for China, it is a kind of paradoxical identity for me to locate myself in. | think | should give
my own views and stand on this issue, thus, | often think of my relations with China, even though
it always confuse me. Understanding how my father’s experience of sneaking into Hong Kong
is helping me to have a beftter grasp of my identity. However, | can only conjecture based on
his memories which are fragmented and indistinct, sometimes from his face, body, conversation
and expression. Inevitably, “past” is fading away, we cannot capture any moment of the past,
but we can re-experience something based on it, that may be a proper methodology to let me
reinvestigate the doubt about my identity. From the personal history of my father to the collective
memories of those stowaways interviewed by Bingan Chan, a Shenzhen journalist, my research
does not only complement his but also allow my concerns to get out of a personal level. | believe
that part of the forgotten history is affecting every stowaway and their descendants, and even
the whole of Hong Kong. It is about identity, but more importantly, it determines what Hong
Kong is, the core values that we often mention. It is an art project that is neither biographical nor
documentary in nature. Perhaps it is presenting my father at that moment; finally, it may also be
linked to the origin of Hong Kong people or even to other things beyond what | had imagined.
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Ha Pak Lai / { TEE)
2013

Transparency in LED light box / LED &5
106.7 x 157.5cm
Edition of 5
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Mong Tseng Wai / {#BHE)
2013

Transparency in LED light box / LED &%
106.7 x 157.5 cm
Edition of 5
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Nam Sang Wai / {F<£E)
2013

Transparency in LED light box / LED &%
106.7 x 157.5 cm
Edition of 5
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Sha Tau Kok / {YBERA)
2013

Transparency in LED light box / LED &%
106.7 x 157.5 cm
Edition of 5
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Inside Outland / (3ERE4})
2013

HD silent video / &5 EERE
7 mins 33 secs / 75333
Edition of 5
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Eason Tsang Ka Wai B3 {#
Floral Fabric «fe%m»
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About Eason Tsang Ka Wai (b. 1986)

Eason Tsang graduated from the School of Creative Media of City University of Hong Kong with
a major in Photography in 2013. He has been working on various personal photography projects
since 2011. In 2013, Tsang was shortlisted in the Hong Kong Contemporary Art Awards 2012 with

his Rooftop series.
About Floral Fabric

Tsang transforms the patterns on everyday items into installation in Floral Fabric, before restoring
it from installation to the graphic form through photography. The work is an exploration into the
“re-manifesting” nature of photography.

FAMBRE (£771986)

BRERN201IERENE BT AP EREER - TERY - RES201 RN ERANE - 10142013
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Floral Fabric No.1 / {fEfa1)
2013

Archival inkjet print / Wi AREFTED
117 x 117 cm
Edition of 6 + 2APs
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Floral Fabric No.4 / {{t%i4)
2013

Archival inkjet print / W 4REFTED
117 x 117 cm
Edition of 6 + 2APs
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Floral Fabric No.8 / {{t%i8)
2013

Archival inkjet print / W 4REFTED
117 x 117 cm
Edition of 6 + 2APs
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Floral Fabric No.9 / {

2014

Archival inkjet print / W 4REFTED

117 x 117 cm

Edition of 6 + 2APs
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Trevor Yeung 5 M #
Sleepy Bed <«BH BEFRY
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About Trevor Yeung (b. 1988)

Trevor Yeung graduated from the Academy of Visual Arts of Hong Kong Baptist University in 2010.
He was awarded the Blue Lotus Gallery Award at the AVA Graduation Exhibition in 2010. Yeung
has focused on developing personal projects since 2010. His practice uses botanic ecology,
horticulture, photography and installations as metaphors that reference the emancipation of

everyday aspirations ftoward human relationships.
Artist Statement

Sleepy Bed is an ongoing project started in 2010. It is a photo series capturing the intimacy
between the photographer — myself — and strangers with whom | share the same hostel bedroom.
The images come from my own experience of sleeping at hostels around the world, as a way to
own that moment of sensual connection with these unknown men. These portraits have been
infertwined with engravings, using abstracted forms as a way to connect with these subjects.
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Sleepy Bed (New York Hostel 2)

(BHREIR (FEFVIREE2) )
2014

Archival inkjet print and engraving / YA E 2 FTED ~ BEZ
42 x 57 x 3.7 cm
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Sleepy Bed (Sao Paulo Hostel 2)

(BHREIR (E2fREEIREE2) )
2014

Archival inkjet print and engraving / U ARME=FTED ~ BEZY
42 x 57 x 3.7 cm
SOLD
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Sleepy Bed (Singapore Hostel 3)

(BHRELR (FRINIEHREE2) )
2014

Archival inkjet print and engraving / YR RTED - BEZ
42 x 57 x 3.7 cm
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Sleepy Bed (Amsterdam Hostel 1)

CBHRELR (PU4BETYSFHIREE ) )
2014

Archival inkjet print and engraving / YR RTED - BEZ
79.5x114.5x3.7 cm
SOLD
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T+852 2517 6238 | info@blindspotgallery.com | www.blindspotgallery.com
Opening hours: Tue - Sat, 10:30am - 6:30pm; closed on public holidays



