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Diary of a Collection

In light of the growing interest in Hong Kong artists, Pipeline’s editor, Cristina Sanchez-Kozyreva, invited me to contrib-
ute a series of writings. | debated what to write, and came up with the idea of doing a diary: a record of time. | am tak-
ing off my other hats to focus on writing solely from the point of view of a collector. Time is a recurring theme in many
works in my collection. | will be covering a period of one year, and this diary will record a part of my journey, which also
involves my wife Lavina. | have no idea where it will lead me at the end of that year, but this uncertainty is like collect-

ing, and so it is like life.
| don't usually write diaries. Diary of a Collection 1/6

Oct 2, 2014 - Rotterdam, cloudy

I am sitting in Rotterdam with one hour to enjoy before I get picked up to go to Museum Kippersmiihle
at Duisburg, and decide that now is as good a time as ever to start my diary. Hong Kong is going through
what could be the toughest moment in its political history. The BBC has been reporting it round the clock.

On my way over on the plane, I watched the movie The Fault in Our Stars, directed by Josh Boone. In it
was mentioned a book written about a dying patient, which ended with a sentence half-spoken. I do not
know for sure, but this one-year diary might not end with any conclusions; hopefully through it, though,
we can discover what’s happening in the Hong Kong art scene, and some of the thinking behind my
collecting habits.

I was invited to Rotterdam by the Mondriaan Fonds to be a judge of the architecture Prix de Rome, which
happened yesterday. I am going to the Museum Kippersmiihle because they are planning a Chinese
contemporary art show in May, and are interested in including some pieces from my collection. On
October 6 I will be giving a talk in Berlin to promote my book The No Colors.

I was picked up and driven for two hours to Duisburg, where I met with Museum Kiippersmiihle’s Walter
Smerling. The museum also houses a private collection of German contemporary art which is truly
amazing, with works by Richter, Baselitz and some of the largest Anselm Kiefers I have seen. It is always
encouraging to see collections like this, and to see the passion and insight of other collectors.

One of the Chinese artists Walter wants to show is Frank Tang, which reminded me that I saw his show
Jjust before I left Hong Kong, and that there was a work I wanted to collect, so I sent Frank an email.
Another email came through from a gallery with some new works by Lewis Lau. The works were much
more interesting to me than his last solo show, so I emailed the gallery to express my interest in two of
them. So collecting really does go on while I travel.

Oct 3, 2014 - Train to Berlin, sunny
Asked Lavina, to go and look at Lewis Lau’s work. She liked it, so we decided to buy a piece. Frank Tang
also emailed to tell me his work is still available. Asked him to put it on reserve.
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Oct 5, 2014 - Berlin, sunny

It’s a beautiful day. Today is for visiting museums.

Visited the Hamburger Bahnhof and saw the great private Marx Collection. The works, by Warhol,
Rauschenberg and Kiefer, were collected over a period of 20 years, so they document the artists’ careers
and development. Very inspiring.

Oct 6, 2014 - Berlin, sunny
Gave a talk on my book at the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office. There is growing interest in Hong
Kong contemporary art.

Oct 18, 2014 - Hong Kong, sunny

Gallery Exit has an opening of an exhibition of works by Chi Hoi in the afternoon. I won'’t be able to go, so
I go to the gallery in the morning to look at the work. His recent meticulous pencil-on-paper depictions
of Hong Kong City Hall and the Mandarin Oriental hotel have great relevance to a history of Hong Kong
that’s important and nostalgic. The work The Architects (2014) has a distorted vanishing point that
draws the viewer right into the stage of a theatre. The three works together tell a history of Hong Kong
that blends reality and fiction, which makes Chi Hoi’s artistic narration intriguing to me.
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Oct 30, 2014 - Taipei, sunny

Attended the opening of Art Taipei. Saw Lee Kit a couple of times in passing. He has a few works at the
fair.

Nov 06, 2014 - Hong Kong, sunny

Came back to my office after being away for almost two weeks to find a whole stack of auction catalogues
waiting for me. Quickly skimmed through them but did not find anything interesting. Too much on the
market.

Heard back from Frank Tang about his work at Artify Gallery. Will go to see the work again next week,
and also to view Kwong Wing Kwan’s new exhibition there.

Attended Jeff Koons’ opening at Gagosian Gallery. The show, Hulk Elvis, is playful and quite wonderful.

Nov 08, 2014 - Hong Kong, rainy

Got message from Blindspot about their forthcoming exhibition. Visited the gallery for a preview of the
works. It’s a really nice show on young Hong Kong photographers. The works I find interesting are by Lai
Lon Hin, South Ho and Trevor Yeung. Yeung made Sleepy Bed (R014), a series in mixed media; there is a
large piece that I think is great.
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Nov 11, 2014 - Hong Kong, sunny

Went to Artify Gallery and saw Frank Tang’s works again before buying them. They’re a series of seven
small ink drawings full of detail and imagination. The works captivate me as much as the last time I saw
them. Also saw Kwong Wing Kwan’s new works. They’re different and a bit sci-fi. I need time to think
about them.

In the evening, I received a group of art experts and collectors to my studio to see my collection. I often
get asked now about the difference between mainland artists and Hong Kong artists, which I think is
great, because it means that at least people now know about the existence of Hong Kong artists.

Nov 13, 2014 - Hong Kong, cloudy

Had to rush from Asia Art Archive’s board meeting to attend a talk organised by City Magazine. With me
were Henry Au-yeung from Grotto Fine Art and Alexi Fung from Bonhams. The discussion was on the
effect of social media and the web on artists and collecting. It eventually led to a discussion of collecting
Hong Kong artists’ works, which is becoming more and more mainstream.

Nov 15, 2014 - Hong Kong, sunny

Went to opening of 780 show at Blindspot Gallery, which showcases new directions in interpreting
photography. There used not to be many conceptual photographers in Hong Kong, and now all of a
sudden there are seven strong young artists, only two of whom I already knew. Trevor Yeung’s
voyeuristic work combines photography with a hand-crafted quality which to me is almost more
sculptural than photographic. I got an invitation from Pavlov’s Dog gallery in Berlin to do a photography
show. I am thinking that working with Blindspot on this would be great.

Had to rush off to Art Asia Archive’s annual dinner. Great event, great works, generous people
supporting art. They ended up raising HK$11.6 million that night. I got two works I really like: a Chi Hoi
drawing, which like all his works contains so much intricate detail; and a work by Lam Tung Pang and his
daughter, which is a great addition to the collection I have of Lam’s work from all phases of his career.
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Nov 16, 2014 - Hong Kong, sunny

Had a dinner party at my studio for 40 non-art friends. It'’s interesting to see how non-art people respond
to my collection, much of which can be quiet puzzling to them, for example Trevor Yeung’s The stone
garden in your fish tank (2014), which basically looks like a grey Ikea carpet. Someone stepped on
Morgan Wong’s I Got Time (R013), a splashed concrete cup on a piece of glass on the floor. How do I
explain that I paid real money for that?

Nov 18, 2014 - Hong Kong, sunny
Attended the Hong Kong Museum Expert Art Advisors’ meeting at the Heritage Museum. It’s my first

time to attend, which is an honour, and I am happy to see many artists from the older generation present.

I might be the only contemporary art collector there.

Nov 22, 2014 - Hong Kong, sunny

Went to a fundraising dinner for the Hong Kong Photographic Culture Association. Had the great honour
to meet the photographer Ho Fan, who is in his 80s but still very alert. He is from a different generation
of Hong Kong artists who never had collectors. He was curious to know why I would be interested in his
work.

Nov 23, 2014 - Hong Kong, sunny

Lots of auctions going on. I saw a work by King of Kowloon Tsang Tsou Choi at a Ravenel auction. I raised
my hand to be the first and only bid. No other takers. It’s an unusual work he did in 2000 for a dotcom
company: a good documentation of a bygone era.

Nov 28, 2014 - Hong Kong, drizzle
Occupy has been going on for two months. Much debate about whether the “art” generated should be
collected.

Nov 30, 2014 - Hong Kong, drizzle

Went to PMQ to look at Detour. Walked passed EC Gallery and was surprised they were open. Went inside
and saw works by Rental United, a group of three performance-based artists, who stage one-off
performances of mundane activities like mopping a floor. I have not seen other Hong Kong-based artists
doing this kind of performance.

William Lim
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Above
The Flow of Jupiter Clouds by Kwong Wing-Kwan, 2014. Colour pencil and watercolour on paper, 100 x 70 cm.
Courtesy the artist and Artify Gallery.

P24
Sleepy Bed (New York Hostel 2) by Trevor Yeung, 2014. Archival inkjet print with engraving, 42 x 57 x 3.7 cm.
ourtesy the artist and Blindspot Gallery.

P26
An Eternal Continuance by Tsang Tsou Choi, 2000. Calligraphy, set of two, 58.5 x 76 cm each, signed in Chinese.
Courtesy the artist and Ravenel International Art Group.

P27
Neutron Star by Kwong Wing-Kwan, 2014. Colour pencil, pencil and watercolour on paper, 56 x 76 cm.
Courtesy the artist and Artify Gallery.

P28

The architects by Chihoi, 2014. Pencil on paper, 30 x 30 cm.
Courtesy the artist and Gallery Exit.
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