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About Ken Kitano (b. 1968)

Born in Tokyo, Kitano graduated from the College of Mathematical Engineering at Nihon University
in Chiba. He won the ‘16th Society of Photography Award’ in 2004 and the ‘Newcomer’s Award’
of the Photographic Society of Japan in 2007. Kitano’s major and ongoing series since 1999
our face has been exhibited extensively and collected by major museums in Japan and around
the world. Publications by Kitano include our Face, our Face: asia, and FLOW AND FUSION. Kitano

currently lives and works in Tokyo. =
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@Blindspot
Gallery

About the exhibition “Now, Here, and Beyond”

“Now, Here, and Beyond” features Kitano’s latest body of photographs day light and watching
the moon conceived and executed during his one-year artist residency in USA in 2013. These works
illustrate the relationships between nature, human life and universe. day light was produced on 4 x 5
negative film using day-long exposure from dawn until dusk. In watching the moon, Kitano aligned his
camera lens with the moon’s trajectory to capture the motion of the moon. The highlight of the show
also includes new portraits from his major and ongoing series since 1999 our face taken during the

Occupy Movement, of its participants and Hong Kong policemen.

About our face series
our face is painstakingly produced and time consuming, using darkroom layering process which
combines dozens of negatives, images are projected on top of one another with precise exposures to

create an accumulation and stratification of several dozen individuals from a certain group.

FANEE “Now, Here, and Beyond”

“Now, Here, and Beyond” B ItEFakit2013FEEREH— iﬂ’]_ﬁm%{%ﬁﬁnfi‘ﬁ#@T/IEEI'JEE—’%?TE‘WV
#7% «day lighty F1 <watching the moon) . ItEFEBEMEMEEL T XBR. ABEGMNTF
=FEZHEMRFR. <day light L/{4x5FEH%‘“— RKMHBEHZERERLRFEBBME; M <watching
the moony AIREAT RERRASEMAKXKNTHNE R, BAREELTEE TILEFB1999FH
BRAIMEM RS «<HRPIMEIY NFEER, DTREFERBGEESFFRBERMEH 2 MENE
BHZR.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

"Now, Here, and Beyond” by Ken Kitano
19 September - 14 November 2015

Opening Reception: Saturday, 19 September 2015, 4 - 6:30pm
(Guided tour by artists starts at 4:30pm)

Venue: Blindspot Gallery (15/F, Po Chai Industrial Building, 28 Wong Chuk Hang Road, Wong Chuk
Hang, Hong Kong)

Opening hours: Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to 6pm (Sunday and Monday by appointment only);
closed on public holidays

Blindspot Gallery is pleased to present “Here, Now
and Beyond” a solo exhibition of Japanese artist Ken
Kitano. “Here, Now and Beyond” showcases his
latest body of photographs day light and watching
the moon, and new portaits from Kitano’s major and
ongoing our face series taken during the Occupy
Movement in Hong Kong.

The exhibition features Kitano’s latest body of
photographs day light and watching the moon,
conceived and executed during his one-year artist
residency in USA in 2013. day light was produced on
4 x 5 negative film using day-long exposure from
dusk to dawn; watching the moon was created
where Kitano aligned the camera lens with the
moon’s trajectory to capture its motion. The misalignments in these images reveal the slippages between time
on earth and time expanding outward across the infinite space, as they illuminate the relationships between
nature, human life and universe. The highlight of the show also includes new portraits from his ongoing our
face series since 1999, which embodies the theme of the interconnectedness of human in his work. By
combining and overlapping the portraits he shot of Hong Kong police and the protesters at the Occupy
Movement from last September, Kitano produced two metaportraits to represent the collective faces of these
two groups at the movement.

While our face combines different faces to create an icon of a particular community that represent a
demographic whole, Kitano’s new work marks the attempt to understand human life through observing the
beyond of space - in his own words, the brittle and ungraspable “here and now” that is our existence.



Blindspot Gallery will also open another solo exhibition
“Good day good night” by South Ho Siu Nam on the
same day. The opening date coincides with the South
Island Cultural Art Day when selected galleries and artist
studios at south side of Hong Kong Island will open door
with refreshments for visitors. The artists will be present
at the opening reception. Interviews are welcome and
can be arranged.

About Ken Kitano

Born in 1968 in Tokyo, Kitano graduated from the College of
Mathematical Engineering at Nihon University in Chiba. He won the
‘16™ Society of Photography Award’ in 2004 and the ‘Newcomer’s
Award’ of the Photographic Society of Japan in 2007. Kitano’s major
and ongoing series since 1999 our face has been exhibited extensively
and collected by major museums in Japan and around the world.
Publications by Kitano include our Face, our Face: asia, and FLOW
AND FUSION. Kitano currently lives and works in Tokyo.

About Blindspot Gallery

Blindspot Gallery was set up in 2010 to bring contemporary
photography, an art form that was in the blind spot of the Hong Kong
art scene, to a higher degree of visibility. We feature contemporary
photography and image based works of established and emerging
artists, mainly from the region but also beyond.

For enquiries and media interviews, please contact Ms. Lesley Kwok at 2517 6238 or by email
info@blindspotgallery.com

Image captions:

Ken Kitano, Mojave desert, March 22, 2013, 2013, C-print, 81.3 x 101.6 (Edition of 5) / 40.4 x 51.3 cm (Edition of 12)

Ken Kitano, National flag, Santa Monica, March 27, 2013, 2013, C-print, 73.7 x 110.5 cm (Edition of 5) / 37.3 x 55.8 cm (Edition of 12)
Ken Kitano, 25 participants at 2014 Hong Kong protests “Umbrella Revolution”, 2014, Gelatin silver print, 177 x 152 cm /

35 x 28 cm (Edition of 7)

(Images courtesy of artist and Blindspot Gallery)
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Mojave desert, March 22, 2013
2013

C-print
81.3 X 101.6 cm 40.4 X 51.3 cm
Edition of 5/ kA : 5 Edition of 12 [ FiRAK : 12
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Joshua Tree National Park #2, Blythe, CA, 2013
2013

C-print
81.3 X 101.6 cm 41.6 X 52.7 cm
Edition of 5/ kA : 5 Edition of 12 [ FiRAK : 12
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McDonald’s, Buttunwillow, CA, March 30, 2013
2013

C-print
81.3 X 101.6 cm 40.4 X 51 cm
Edition of 5/ kA : 5 Edition of 12 [ FiRAK : 12
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Westlake Theatre, Los Angeles, July 9, 2013
2013

C-print
81.3 x101.6 cm 41.8 x 53.1.cm
Edition of 5/ kA : 5 Edition of 12 [ FiRAK : 12
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Golden Gate Bridge, San Francisco, February 27, 2013
2013

C-print
81.3 X 101.6 cm 40.4 X 51 cm
Edition of 5/ kA : 5 Edition of 12 [ FiRAK : 12
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Newport Beach, August 6, 2013
2013

C-print
81.3 X 101.6 cm 41.5 X 52.7 cm
Edition of 5/ kA : 5 Edition of 12 [ FiRAK : 12
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Downtown LA, February 2013
2013

C-print
81.3 x101.6 cm 39.8 x 52.8 cm
Edition of 5/ kA : 5 Edition of 12 [ FiRAK : 12
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Mojave Barstow Highway, March 20, 2013
2013

C-print
81.3 x101.6 cm 41.5 X 52.3cm
Edition of 5/ kA : 5 Edition of 12 [ FiRAK : 12
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National flag, Santa Monica, September 19, 2013
2013

C-print
81.3 x101.6 cm 44.3 X 55.8 cm
Edition of 5/ ikA : 5 Edition of 12 / BRA © 12
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A signboard of Mobil, 2013
2013

C-print
101.6 x 81.3 cm 51.2 X 40.4 cm
Edition of 5/ ikA : 5 Edition of 12 / BRA © 12
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San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station, December 9, 2013
2013

C-print
81.3 X 101.6 cm 41.4 X 52.7 cm
Edition of 5/ kA : 5 Edition of 12 [ FiRAK : 12



%Blindspot
Gallery

National Flag #2, Santa Monica, 2014
2014

C-print
81.3 X 101.6 cm 40.4 X 51.3 cm
Edition of 5/ kA : 5 Edition of 12 [ FiRAK : 12
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Newport Beach, August 2013
2013

C-print
73.7 X 110.5 cm 37.3xX55.8 cm
Edition of 5/ ikA : 5 Edition of 12 / BiiA 12
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National flag, Santa Monica, 2013
2013

C-print
40.5 X 55.8 cm
Edition of 12 [ fRA : 12
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Blythe #1, January 2013
2013

C-print
73.7 X 110.5 cm 37.3xX55.8 cm
Edition of 5/ jRA & 5 Edition of 12 / BRA © 12
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Sea, Palos Verdes, May 24, 2013
2013

C-print
73.7 X 110.5 cm 37.3xX55.8 cm
Edition of 5/ ikA : 5 Edition of 12 / BRA © 12
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A signboard of Burger King, Quartzsite, Arizona, September 20, 2013
2013

C-print
110.5 X 73.7 €M 55.8 X 43.3 cm
Edition of 5 [ kA& : 5 Edition of 12 / fRA : 12
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25 participants at 2014 Hong Kong protests “Umbrella Revolution”, October 12-14, 2014,
Occupied area (Admiralty, Causeway Bay, Mongkok), Hong Kong
2014

Gelatin silver print [ $REEATE
177 X 142 cm 32.6 X 25.6 cm
(Unique) Edition of 7 [ iR : 7
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Display view
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26 policemen at 2014 Hong Kong protests “Umbrella Revolution”, October 12-14, 2014,
Occupied area (Admiralty, Causeway Bay, Mongkok), Hong Kong
2014

Gelatin silver print [ $REEATE
177 X 142 cm 32.6 X 25.6 cm
(Unique) Edition of 7 [ iR : 7
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Display view
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25 demonstrators protesting nuclear energy use after the Fukushima Daiichi
Nuclear Power Station meltdowns in 2011, July 13 and 16, 2012, The Yoyogi Park
“Goodbye Nuclear Energy Association” in front of the Prime Minister’s Official
Residence, Tokyo

2012

Gelatin silver print | $REEARE
32 x25.3cm
Edition of 7/ ik%E © 7
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23 soldiers of the Iranian Army, September 8, 2011, Kermanshah, Iran
2011

Gelatin silver print / $REEARE
31.5 X 25.3 cm
Edition of 7/ BRA& : 7
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30 Kurdish men, September 6 and 7, 2011, Villages of Marivan and Ur-Rahman
Takht, Kurdistan Province, Iran

201

Gelatin silver print [ $REEATE
31.4 X 25.2 cM
Edition of 7 [ fkA& © 7
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24 students from Grade 6, Homeroom 8, saluting the national flag at Dung
Kong Elementary School, April 19, 2009, Dung Kong Elementary School campus
grounds, Taipei, Taiwan

2009

Gelatin silver print | $REEAT &
31.4 X 25.4 cm
Edition of 7/ bkA : 7
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30 marchers at “World Peace Now”, the demonstration of 50,000 people
protesting the US-UK attacks against Iraq, March 8, 2003, From Hibiya Park to
streets of Ginza, Tokyo

2003

Gelatin silver print | $REEAT &
31.4 X 25.4 cm
Edition of 7/ bkA : 7
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Solo Exhibitions

2015

2014

2013

2012

201

2010

2009

2006

1993

“Now, Here, and Beyond”, Blindspot Gallery, Hong Kong
“Ken Kitano: Now, Here, and Beyond”, Rose Gallery, California, USA

“Ken Kitano: Now, Here, and Beyond”, MEM, Tokyo, Japan

“our face: asia”’, MEM, Tokyo, Japan

“Our Face”, Blindspot Gallery, Hong Kong

“our face project: Asia”’, MEM, Tokyo, Japan

“Our Face + One Day”, llan Engel Gallery, Paris, France

“SHINKAI”, Takashimaya Art Gallery X, Tokyo, Japan

“Our Face”, Galerie Priska Pasquer, Cologne, Germany

“Our Face”, 1839 Contemporary Gallery, Taipei, Taiwan

“Our Face”, Gucang Contemporary Photography Museum, Lanzhou, China
“our face” ,Three Shadows Photography Art Centre, Beijing, China
“Flow and Fusion”, UP FIELD GALLERY (presented MEM), Tokyo, Japan
“our face + Flow and Fusion”, Mirai Projects, Stockholm, Sweden

“One Day”, MEM, Osaka, Japan

“our face”, Photo Gallery International, Tokyo, Japan

“City Flow and Fusion”, I.C.A.C. Weston Gallery, Tokyo, Japan

Selected Group Exhibitions

2015

2014

2013

2012

“PHOT’ AlX 2015”, Booth: Gallery Emile Zola, Cité du Livre, Aix-en-Provence, France
“2nd Three Shadows Experimental Image Open Exhibition”, Three Shadows
Photography Art Centre, Beijing, China

“17th DOMAN!I: The Art of Tomorrow”, The National Art Center, Tokyo, Japan

“Basically. Forever. - Commemorating the 20th Anniversary of the Kiyowato
Museum of Photographic Arts (K¥MoPA)”, Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of
Photography, Tokyo, Japan

“Face”, Kawasaki City Museum, Kanagawa, Japan

“MUJO-KAN”, Galerie Da-End, Paris, France
“About Face”, The Nelson- Atkins Museum of Art, Kansas City, USA
“Ukiyo-E: Pictures of the Floating World”, Museo de Arte Carrillo Gil, Mexico City, Mexico

“Nippon-ismes”, Galerie Da-End, Paris, France
““Hikari: Contemporary Photography from Japan”, Gallery Art Motif, New Delhi, India
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2010

2009

2008

2007

2006

2004

2000

1997
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“Crown on the Earth. Contemporary Japanese photography”, ROSPHOTO State Museum
and Exhibition Centre for Photography, Saint-Petersburg, Russia

“Couronne de la Terre - Moscou: The Japanese vanguard”, Moscow Gallery of Classical
Photography, Moscow, Russia

“Worldwide@Young Portfolio”, Kiyosato Museum of Photographic Arts, Yamanashi,
Japan

“Contemporary Japanese Photography vol.10 - elan photographic”, Tokyo Metropolitan
Museum of Photography, Tokyo, Japan

“Out of The Dark Room: The David Kronn Collection”, Irish Museum of Modern Art,
Dublin, Ireland

‘“27th Higashikawa Prize Exhibition”, Higashikawa Bunka Gallery, Hokkaido, Japan

“The 14th Exhibition of the Taro Okamoto Award for Contemporary Art”, Taro
Okamoto Museum of Art, Kanagawa, Japan

“Niigata Bijin””, Niigata City History Museum, Niigata, Japan

“Crown on the Earth”, Gallery of National Bank of Serbia, Belgrade, Serbia; Gallery of Art
in Petrovaradin Fortress, Novi Sad, Serbia; Japanese-German Center, Berlin, Germany

“Raining Stars”, Louis Vuitton Maison, Macau
“New York Photo Festival”, New York, USA

“BMW Prize Nominee’s Group Show [/ PARIS PHOTO 2009”, Carrousel du Louvre,
Paris, France

“Face”, Kawasaki City Museum, Kanagawa, Japan

“BMW Prize Nominee’s Group show [ PARIS PHOTO 2008”, Carrousel du Louvre,
Paris, France

“MATRIX OF PHOTOGRAPHY 2008 TOWARDS A GAME OF PHOTOGRAPHY”’, Kawasaki
City Museum, Kanagawa, Japan

“Thanatos and Eros (Emi Anrakuji + Ken Kitano)”, Epsom Imaging Gallery epSITE, Tokyo,
Japan

“Photography Today 3 Resolution / Dissolution”, The National Museum of Modern Art,
Tokyo, Japan

“16th Society of Photography Exhibition (Asako Narahashi + Ken Kitano)”, PLACE M,
Tokyo, Japan

“Humanscape - Among the People”, Kiyosato Museum of Photographic Arts,
Yamanashi, Japan

“San Marino International Photo Meeting”, San Marino, Italy

1996’ 97’98 ’01’03 04 “Young Portfolios”, Kiyosato Museum of Photographic Arts,

Yamanashi, Japan
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Awards
2011 New Photographer Award for the 27th Higashikawa Award
Special Prize for the 14th Taro Okamoto Award for Contemporary Art

2010 POLA ART FOUNDATION “our face project in Beijing”
2007 Newcomer’s Award from the Photographic Society of Japan

2004 The Society of Photography Award 2004

Collections
Higashikawa Bunka gallery, Japan
Irish Museum of Modern Art, Ireland
Kawasaki City Museum, Japan
Kiyosato Museum of Photographic Arts, Japan
The National Museum of Art, Japan
The National Museum of Modern Art, Japan
The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, USA
The San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, USA
Thyssen-Bornemisza Art Contemporary Collection, Austria
Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photography, Japan
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2015 “Now, Here, and Beyond” » F|ZhEER » HA
“Ken Kitano: Now, Here, and Beyond” » RoseZ /& » MM » EH
2014 “Ken Kitano: Now, Here, and Beyond” * MEM » R3R » HZA
2013 “ourface:asia” * MEM » B3R » HAK
2012 “FNEIL” > RIEER 0 TE
2011 “our face project: Asia” » MEM » BRI » HA&
“HMFIEFL + —H” > llan EngelEE » B2 JXH
“¥E” ESEBREMEEX RRE BAE
2010 “IMAUEFL” » Priska PasquerZ f » Rlf& » EE
“IAMELL” > 1839EBRER > 5t > 5
“EEMmEL” > ENERBEZEYE > BN FR
“HBEPEAL”  ZEEEXEMPLO LR PE
“RENFIRES” > UPFIELD £ » = HA
“—H + REIMBLS” - Mirai Projects » Hi{ESFEE - kit
2009 “—H” > MEM » K[ » BA&
2006 “HMIMNEIL” > BEEBRER  RR > HA
1993 “WHAMAAE” » LCACEHMEEM TR » HA
AR

2015 “PHOT’ AIX2015” » B{I : Gallery Emile Zola - Cité du Livre - L ZEEIFHEET » A
“EBTRE-SEEEREGHENRE"  ZEEBEEEM DO ItR  hE

2014 “17th DOMANI: BRHR” » SRAEBHEMEE - R - HA

CEEBELRMEYEMECEFLCIR TRR%E KEIC | 7 REASEENEE -
Ry BA

“Face” » JIIGTH1EEE - #E)IE% > HAR

2013  “MUJO-KAN” » Da-End=E i » B2 - J£H
“About Face” > MEHEMTEE > HEEMH > E£H
“Ukiyo-E: Pictures of the Floating World” - Museo de Arte Carrillo Gil » 78K - 25

2012 “Nippon-ismes” » Da-EndE [ - B2 » JAH
“Hikari: Contemporary Photography from Japan” » Art Motif&E i » #ifEE - FE
“Crown on the Earth. Contemporary Japanese photography” » RZETE R B EFE
REHC > BRISE - SEMN
“Couronne de la Terre - Moscou : The Japanese vanguard” » Moscow Gallery of Classical
Photography » Z=Hi#l » ZEHT
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“Worldwide@Young Portfolio” - JER B EMr1EMEE - ILE - HA
“HAFEEREvVol10” » REAMEEEME » R HA

“Out of The Dark Room: The David Kronn Collection” » EEEIREMEE » #0EMK > ST
“E7ERINEZFEERE”  RIIBTXLER - AUFE » HA

“E14EEAREPIRRENM R » MAKEPENMNE > #EJF% BHR

“FmEN" FRTESEYE > Fram o BA

“Crown on the Earth” » Gallery of National Bank of Serbia » E#1&%) » @4 ;

Gallery of Artin Petrovaradin Fortress - F&EpE * ZE®WAED ; HA - ERA.L > 84 ER

“EIRE”  BESEE Maison » P
“ARAIBRE 0 A5 EEH

“BMW Prize Nominee’s Group show / PARIS PHOTO 2009” » Ei¥= KRB ER » B ZH
“EIL” > IETIEYE > MR BA

“BMW Prize Nominee’s Group Show [ PARIS PHOTO 2008” » Ei¥ S FREEH » B » XN
“IEFEEHER L2008 F IR 0 JIIETHIHYIEE - MR > AR

CEMFTHMEB T BEAERepSITE » KRR - HA

“EBESRI REEMIEREMNE  RR 0 BA

“ETANEEEERE (BT +tEHH)” > PLACEM » R > HAR

“Humanscape - AR » BEBEEMEYE L HA

“EENHBRETER” BRI BXF

1996’ 97’98’ 01’03’ 04’ “HFEME"  FEMHEEMEWEE - L > AR

2011

2010

2007

2004

HASE27ER ) SEFEH AL
14 B A KPR K EAMr245 55

POLA ART FOUNDATION “FMpvmfLEdt ="

HAET B AR

R

Bt EREEH

h:

FRINETSXALER (HA)

EWRIRNAENE (ZWE)

N EME (BZA)

HEBZEMEYE (BA)

REEIEREMNE (BA)

HRREMFIEFRYE (HR)

MEEE - PR S Hr2iiEYeE ()

E2LRREMmE (XE)

Thyssen-Bornemisza Art Contemporary Collection (E2h7F)
RRHBREEMNE (HA)
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15/F, Po Chai Industrial Building, 28 Wong Chuk Hang Road, Wong Chuk Hang, Hong Kong

T+852 2517 6238 | info@blindspotgallery.com | www.blindspotgallery.com
Opening hours: Tue - Sat, 10am - 6pm; closed on public holidays



